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On Dec. 17 in Rome, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) released a report on 1991
grain output in Latin America and the Caribbean. Global cereal grain production is estimated at
1.889 billion metric tons, a 4% decline compared to last year's bumper crop. Highlights of the report
are summarized below. * Wheat output in South America this year is estimated at 14.9 million MT,
a 12% decline compared to 1990. According to the FAO, the reduction is attributable in large part to
cutbacks in planted area. Wheat productivity is up in Argentina this year, but production at 9 million
MT represents a 17.4% decline. Brazilian production is estimated at 3.2 million tons, a 5% increase
over last year's poor wheat harvest. The Uruguayan wheat crop dropped precipitously in 1991 to
336,000 MT. Bolivian wheat production increased this year. In Ecuador, the harvest totals about the
same as in 1990. Colombian wheat output is down due to flooding. * The South American total for
"secondary" grain crops (other than wheat and rice) is estimated at 43.5 million MT, a 15% increase
compared to 1990. For Argentina, other grain production is up by more than a third. Brazilian output
at 23.4 million MT is described as more or less average. Uruguayan output is estimated at a record
519,000 MT. Other grain output in Colombia, Ecuador, Bolivia, Peru and Venezuela is up this year
relative to 1990. * For 1992, the FAO predicts a 16% increase in planted area for corn, and 25% for
sorghum in Argentina. * South American rice output in 1991 is estimated at 15.3 million MT, a 13%
increase compared to 1990. * In Central America and the Caribbean (including Mexico), wheat
output is estimated at 4.2 million MT, an increase over 1990. The overall increase is attributed to a
5% hike in Mexican wheat production. Guatemalan wheat production this year at 40,000 MT is down
22% compared to 1990, result of severe drought. * "Secondary" grains production in Central and the
Caribbean this year totals 23.8 million MT. Mexico accounts for 20.5 million MT. * Rice production
in Central America and Caribbean for the year is down relative to 1990. The output reduction ranges
from 20% to 25% in Costa Rica, Honduras and Guatemala. In contrast, an increase in rice output is
expected in Cuba, the Dominican Republic, and Haiti. (Basic data from Spanish news service EFE,
12/17/91)
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